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were seen descending the mountain pass by which the
original body had entered the valley. A scout had preceded
them, and the troops with enthusiasm awaited the arrival of
that leader a message from whose magic name had sum-
moned them to this secluded rendezvous from many a dis-
tant state and city. Unruffled, but with an inspiring fire
in his pleased keen eye, that General answered their de-
voted salute whom hitherto we have known by his travel-
ling name of Captain Bruges.

It was only towards the end of the preceding month that
he had resolved to take the field; but the organisation of
the secret societies is so complete that he knew he could
always almost instantly secure the assembling of a picked
force in a particular place. The telegraph circulated its
mystic messages to every part of France and Italy and
Belgium, and to some old friends not so conveniently at
hand, but who he doubted not would arrive in due time for
action. He himself had employed the interval in forward-
ing ail necessary supplies, and he had passed through
Florence in order that he might confer with the great
spirit of Italian movement and plan with him the impend-
ing campaign.

After he had passed in review the troops, the General,
with the officers of his staff who had accompanied him,
Tisited on foot every part of the camp. Several of the men
he recognised by name; to all of them he addressed some
inspiring word: a memory of combats in which they had
fought together, or happy allusions to adventures of roman-
tic peril; some question which indicated that local know-
ledge which is magical for those who are away from
home ; mixed with all this, sharp, clear enquiries as to the
business of the hour, which proved the master of detail,
gevere in discipline but never deficient in sympathy for his
troops.

After sunsei enveloped in their cloaks, the General and